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Street Trees 101—Submitted by: Christian Brown
If you happen to be a lucky property owner or resident in the district with a street tree there's a few things you should
know! First of all, street trees are regulated under the City of Allentown Shade Tree Ordinance #911 which outlines
the responsibilities of property owners to maintain, protect and preserve the tree as a vital part of the city's
infrastructure. Sounds like a lot of work, but it really isn't!
When a tree is newly planted the three most important things a property owner can do is WATER IT, MULCH IT and
PROTECT IT. How much water you might ask? Newly planted trees need the equivalent to 1" of rain per week during
the growing season for the first year or two. 1" of rain is similar to running a hose with a stream about the size of a pencil
for about 15-30 minutes. If the water runs off into the street right away, slow the stream and leave it go for longer period of
time. Mulching helps retain moisture in the soil and reduces weeds. Apply an organic bark mulch 2-3" deep but keep clear
immediately around the base of the trunk. Do this at least once each year. It helps the tree and looks great too. Protecting a
tree is also critical. Don't let kids or animals break branches, chew or strip bark. Don't park on, drive over or place heavy
objects on the roots. Do not attach, hang, or affix anything to your tree. These injuries can severely damage trees and even
result in death. Believe it or not, most street trees will do just fine with little to no other work than simple watering,
mulching and protection. Luckily, OAPA really loves trees. Don't be surprised if you see an OAPA volunteer(s) out
pruning, mulching, planting and maintaining trees throughout the district. If you are unable to care for your tree, please let
us know. We'll see what we can do to help.
2017 Old Allentown Neighborhood Survey - Submitted by: Joe Calhoun
Dear neighbors, in order to help guide the Old Allentown Preservation Association with the direction of our physical improvement
projects and to assess the impact of past, ongoing, and future projects we ask that you please complete this survey. The Old
Allentown Historic District consists of the neighborhood spanning from Hall St. west to 12 th Street and from Linden Street north to
Liberty Street. For the first four questions, please rate your response on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being the best/most favorable
response and 1 being the worst/least acceptable/not nearly enough response.
* How do you rate the attractiveness of:
Old Allentown: ______ Chew St. ______
* How do you rate the cleanliness of:
Old Allentown: ______ Chew St: ______
* When thinking about where you live, is the outside environment a nice place to spend your leisure time:
Old Allentown: ______ Chew St: ______
* When thinking about where you live, are there enough trees to provide shade and beauty:
Old Allentown: ______
Chew St: ______
* If you could improve one thing for the following places what would it be:
Old Allentown: Better Lighting - More Trees - Less Litter - Improve Building Facades - Repair Damaged Sidewalks
Chew Street: Better Lighting - More Trees - Less Litter - Improve Building Facades - Repair Damage Sidewalks
* Which of the following streets are most in need of improvement:
9th St.___ 11th St.___ 12th St.___ Chew St.___ Liberty St.___
* In the last 5 years how do you perceive the physical changes for the following areas:
Old Allentown: ________________________________________________________________________________
Chew St: _____________________________________________________________________________________
*How important are parks, greenery, and open space to your living environment: _________________________________
* How long have you lived in Old Allentown:
Less than 6 months 6 months to 2 years 2 to 5 years 5 to 10 years More than 10 years
* How long do you plan on continuing to live in Old Allentown:
Less than 6 months 6 months to 2 years 2 to 5 years 5 to 10 years More than 10 years
Your completed survey may be returned:
Email: newsletter@oldallentown.org, Mailed: OAPA, 147 N. 10th Street, Allentown, PA 18102, Drop off: 147 N. 10th Street

Upcoming District and Area Events - Spring 2017


March 18th - WEST PARK ASSCIATION VERNAL EQUINOX PROGRESSIVE DINNER - 6:00 - 10:00 pm, information,
610-737-7132 or westpark.ca@verizon.net



March 19th - ST. PATRICKS DAY PARADE - CITY OF ALLENTOWN EVENT



April 8th - OAPA ELECTRONICS REYCYCLING - 10 am - 12noon - Turner & 10th Street



April 22nd - OAPA EARTH DAY CLEAN UP - Tree Planting and clean up, Chew Street between 9th & 10th street,
8:00 am - noon, meeting at 10th & Chew streets



April 22nd - WEST PARK EARTH DAY CLEAN UP - 9:00 am - noon, information, 610-737-7132 or westpark.ca@verizon.net



April 30th - FAITH CHURCH, OAPA, UNION AND WEST END CEMETERY ASSOCIATION
Union and West End Cemetery - Rose gar den and cemeter y cleanup and mulching - 9:00 am - 2:00 pm, meeting at the 11th
St. gate on Chew St. Bring your shovels, wheelbarrows and pruners



April 30th - FAITH CHURCH, OAPA - The OLD ALLENTOWN CEMETERY on Turner Street and the POCKET PARK at
Turner and Fountain. Clean up and mulching 9:00 am - 2:00 pm, meeting at the Cemetery on Turner. Bring your shovels and
wheelbarrows



May 21st - WEST END ASSOCIATION SPONSORS MUSIC AND BRUNCH, FLOWER SALE SPONSORED BY OAPA, IN
WEST PARK - Noon - 2:00 pm, information, 610-737-7132 or westpark.ca@verizon.net

House Tour, Membership, Physical Improvement and Promotions committees meet regularly throughout
the year. Old Allentown Members are welcome to attend and participate.
For more information email info@oldallentown.org.

Old Allentown Preservation Association Membership Application - 2017
By supporting of Old Allentown and renewing or signing up for a membership you are
ensuring that we maintain the strength that has sustained us for 40 years. You will also
receive announcements about member only social activities as well as the general events, news in our
district and have the opportunity to join our committees and make a difference in our neighborhood.
Name___________________________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________________
Phone_______________________________

State________

Zip____________

Email_____________________________________________

Individual Membership ............................................................................................................................ $25.00
Family Membership .................................................................................................................................. $40.00
Senior or Student Membership ............................................................................................................ $15.00
Business Membership .............................................................................................................................. $80.00
Mail form and check to: OAPA, 147 North 10th Street, Allentown, PA 18102
Are you interested in joining a committee?______ volunteering? ________
(We will email you information about our current committees and volunteer opportunities)

The official registration and financial information of the Old Allentown Preservation Association may be obtained from the Pennsylvania
Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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Did you know Allentown residents can now
get rewards for curbside recycling? When
you sign up for the Recyclebank program,
you will begin earning points for putting out
your recycling each week. You can then
redeem those points for discounts, offers,
free magazine subscriptions, & more! Sign
up today by visiting www.recyclebank.com
or calling 1-888-727-2978

Chew St. Rose Garden -

The union and West End Cemetery

Adopt a Rose Bush (or two) - Maintenance is essential for the well being of
the rose garden. Pruning will begin in march to be ready for the new
growth in the springtime. Maintenance throughout the summer is ongoing.
If you are interested in helping out with the pruning and summer
maintenance please forward your information to: wendie@ptd.net

Crime Statistics

Saturday, APRIL 8, 2017
OLD ALLENTOWN
ELECTRONICS RECYCLING
April 18th is the next Old Allentown recycling
event. A truck will be available at the corner of
10th and Turner from 10:00 am until noon.
No oversized TV’s will be accepted
City of Allentown residents only
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

In comparison from 2015
to 2016 in the Central
Allentown area, the
following crimes statistics
have been provided by the
Allentown Police Department.
* Criminal Homicide is down 33%
* Rape had a slight increase
* Aggravated Assault had a 20% decrease
*Burglary had a double digit decrease

* Theft had a slight increase
* Stolen automobiles had a 3% decrease
* Arson reduced almost 40%
Overall the Central Allentown area had roughly
a 3.3% decrease in crime.
Submitted by: JAMES M. STANKO
COMMUNITY LIAISON OFFICER

We Want Your Physical Improvement Suggestions!
The Old Allentown Preservation Association is in need
of suggestions for projects that will improve the
appearance and function of our district for possible grant
funding opportunities that are available through the
Upside Allentown – Center City Initiative. We need to
develop a list of smaller projects that can be easily
funded and implemented on relatively short notice.
Please
submit
your
suggestions
to:
info@oldallentown.org and be sure to put “physical
improvement” in the subject. Your suggestions may also
be dropped off at the OAPA office at 147 North
10th Street.

41st Annual Old Allentown House
Tour Sunday, September 17, 2017
Planning is under way for our Annual
House Tour. If you are interested in
offering your home or business as one of
our featured properties please send
your information to:
OAPA, 147 N. 10th St., Allentown,
18102 or email
housetour@oldallentown.org

Thank you in advance!

Meet Your Neighbor - Shelby Ek
For the past ten years Shelby has been both a resident and investor in Center City Allentown.
Shelby and her husband both own and operate their businesses in the Old Allentown District as well
as living in the district with their son. As a professional real estate agent who loves the urban lifestyle her main goal is to work with investors and buyers who are interested in urban renewal. Live
Near Your Work grants, Façade grants, strategic planning and more are hallmarks of her business.
Shelby states - “I love to work in Center City Allentown because it’s my community. This is a city
full of potential. There are so many fabulous places to explore, so let me show you around the
neighborhood”!
Shelby can be contacted at: Website:http://www.urbanlivinginallentown.com or on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ShelbyEk

Old Allentown Preservation Association Board
Chris Brown-President
Joe Calhoun-Treasurer

Wendie Lazansky-Vice President
Angie Johnson-Secretary
Directors

Brea Burger, Kim Ceccatti, Bill Green, Deb Held, Paul Licata, Kristin Miller, Ed Morrison, Tricia Morska
To suggest an article or idea for the next newsletter email: newsletter@oldallentown.org - TITLE: NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION
Printed Courtesy of the City of Allentown on recycled paper

Newsletter Editor - Wendie Lazansky

Some of the Homes for Sale in and near the District - The following houses are currently listed for sale in Old
Allentown with a local real estate office. The Old Allentown Preservation Association is not selling these homes. We
encourage you to take a drive by and contact the listing office for more information on these homes. Listings as of January.
237 N. 12th Street - $79,900.00
1035 Court Street - $45,000.00
123 N. 12th Street - $99,900.00

118 North Poplar Street—$64,900.00

1118 West Turner Street - $95,000.00

1141 1/2 West Liberty Street - $83,900

1106 West Liberty Street - $99,900.00

416 North 7th Street - $89,900.00

958 West Chew Street - $69,900.00

219 North Jefferson Street - $90,000.00

1133 Oak Street - $48,900.00

315 North Fountain Street - $71,390.00

1035 Court Street - $45,000.00

(Foreclosure)

